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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No.    959   ,      s.2o23

CAIL FOR THE APPLICATIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS OFF`ICE ON DRUGS
AND CRIME (UNDOC) YOUTH FORM 2024

To:       Assistant schools Division superintendent
Chiefs, School Governance Operations Division (SGOD)
Secondary School Heads
Barkada Kontra Droga Teacher-Advisers
Barkada Kontra Droga Student I.eaders
All Others Concerned

1.         Please be informed of the Regional Memorandum No.  518, s. 2023 titled "Call
for the application for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crine (UNDOC) Youth
Forum 2024.

2.         The  main  goal  of  this  activity  is  to  bring  together  the  young  individuals
nominated by the member States who are actively engaged in initiatives related to
drug se presentation, health promotion and youth empowerment on a larger scale.

3.         All BKD student Leaders are encouraged to submit their applications.

4.         For inquiries  and  clarifications,  you  may directly coordinate  to  Mr.  Noli  M.
Manalo ,       Ptoject       Development       Officer       I       via       email       address       at
noli.manalorct,deDed.sov.Dh.

5.         Enclosed is the application guidelines for reference.

5.         Immediate and wide dissemination of and compliance to this Memorandum
ac desired.

try
RONAIDO A. POZOH PhD. CESO V A4

Schools Division Superintendent
+~:Asstated
Refercmce:  RM  No.518,  s.2023
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index

under the following subject:
YOUTH  FORUM                         UNDOC
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SEP  29  2023
RExiloNAI, MEMORANI]um
NO. rfu, s. 2023

To

CAI,L FOR THE APPLICATIONS FOR TIIB UNITED NATIONS OFFICE 0N
I]RUGs AND CRIME (t7rmoc) youTH roRUM 2o24

Schools Division Superintendents
Chiefs, School Governance Operations Division (SGOD)
Division Lcamer Formation Coordinators
Secondary School Heads
Barkada Kontra Droga Teacher-Advisers
Barkada Kontra Droga Student Leaders
All Others Concerned

I.         The  Bureau  of  Leaner  Support  Services-Youth  Formation  Division  (BLSS-
YDF)  announces  the  call  for  the  applications  to  participat.e  in  the  United  Nations
Office on  Drugs and  Crime (UNDOC) Youth Forum 2024  on  March 2024 in Vienna,
Austria.

2.         The  main  goal  of  this  activity  is  to  bring  together  the  young  individuals
nominated  by the  member States who are actively engaged  in  initiatives related  to
drug use presentation, hcalt.h promotion and youth empowerment on a larger scale.

3.          Specirically, the UNDOC Youth Forum 2024 aims the following.

3.I       Facilitate  the  sharing  of ideas,  perspective  and  visions  among  these
young learners arid enabling them to collaborate in enhancing the health and overall
well-being of their peers, and

3.2       Provide them with a valuable opportunity to collectively communicate
their messages to policy makers at the global landscape.

4.         Through   the   BLSS-YFD,   two   (2)   Barkada   Kontra   Droga   (BKD)   Students
Leaders  shall  be  selected  and  nominated  to  be  the  official  representatives  of  the
Philippines in the UNDOC Youth Forum 2024.

5.         AIl  the  BKD  Student  Leaders of this Region  are encouraged  to submit their
applications.  Likewise, the Division Learners Formation Coordinators in charged in
BKD  are  requested  to  provide  technical guidance/assistance  in  the  preparation  or
the documents of their respective BKD Student Leaders.

Address: Matalino St.  D.M. Government Center,  Maimpis, City Femando (P)
Telephone Number: (045) 598-8580 to 89 Email Address: region3@deped.gov.ph
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6.          For inquiries and clarirications, you may directly coordinate tci Mr. Ginno Jhep
A.      Pacquing,      Project     Development     Ofrlcer     IV     via     email      address     at
ginnojhep.pacquing@deped.gov.ph

7.          Enclosed is the application guidelines for reference.

8.         For information and compliance.

LAB, PhD. CESO Ill
ional Director

Bncl.:  As stated
References:  None
To be indicated Ln the Pertxltual Index

under the following subjects:

YOUTH  FORUM
STUDENT LBADBRS

ESSD/essd2
Septemt)er 2S, 2023

7.`.

UNDOC
BKD
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Address: Matalino St.  D.M. Government Center, Maimpis, City Femando (P)
Teleplione Number: (045) 598-8580 to 89 Email Address: region3@deped.gov.ph
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Appucation Guidelines

I.     Eligibility criteria
In selecting the most active youth candidate for the UN0I}C Youth Forum
2024, the following qualirications must be met by the applicant:

a)   currently enrolled as a secondary learner ages  14 to 23 years old;
b)   knowledgeable on substance/ drug use prevention or health promotion;
c)   officer or member of Barkada Kontra Droga (BKD) who is act]vely working

towards  promoting a safe  and  healthy environment,  and  development of
youth in school and community;

d)   fully   competent    in    English   language    (verbal    or   written)    with    no
interpretation services required; and

e)   already holds a passport or be able to apply for one, if selected.

11.      Appncation process
a)   Interested applicants must inform their Redonal

and   Division   Youth    Formation    Coordinators
before applying.

b)   To proceed with  the  application,  all  details  and
documents required shall be submitted through
this   link  or   scan   the   QR   code   (see   picture):
i-`,1  I  .,is    /  /  1`(  il.ins.otli/```   t`om  /  r/0 C I-`9 E x n 11 h I 3

c)   In  accessing  the  link  above,  make  sure  to  use
your DepEd account.

d)   The deadline is Friday, October 06, 2023.
e)   Through the link, they must provide:

i.      personal information,
ii.      a   maximum   of  3-minute   video   introducing   themselves,   skills,

talents, interests, awards, achievements ,  and distinctions received
using English as a language,

iii.      answer to essay questions,
iv.      means   of  verification   or   proof  of  achievements,   awards,   and

recognition as an Officer or Member of Barkada Kontra Droga (BKD)
in  your  school  and  community  on  a  PDF  (Portable  Document
F`ormat) file.

f)    Submitted applications shall undergo paper screening.
g)   Shortlisted apphicants shall be invited for a virtual interview by the BLSS-

YFD. The schedule shall bc arranged and communicated through email.
h)   The  selected  applicants  shall  be  endorsed  to  the  UNODC  Youth  Fonim

Secretariat and shall undergo another screening and interview.
i)    If successful,  the  two  (2)  delegates  shall  be  the  official  representatives  of

the Philippines to the UNODC Youth Fonlm 2024 and shall proceed with
processing requirements.



Jinnex a.

@?BW.N.,9oP.€

Event Information

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

Reference: CU 2023/290®PA/DLSSBfl]TRS

The  United  Nations  Offlcc  on  Drugs  and  Crime  (UNODC)  pl.c`sents  its  compliments  to  the

Pcrmancnt  Mission  of  the  Philippines  to  the  United  Nations  (Vienna)  and,  referring  to  note  vcrbale

CU 2023/196mpAmLSSBA'TRS calliiig for nominatiol`s to UNODC Youth Foiuri 2024, has the honour

to infom lhal (he deadline for receiving nominations has I)een extended until 31  Octet)er 2023.

The Youth Forum, organized in the context of the Commission on Nat.cotic Drugs, gathers acLlve

young leaders engaged  in dJug use  prevention and health  promotion  from  around the globe and provides

them with a platform to i`xchangc ideas and visions on how lo better pTotcct the l`calth and wcll-being of

their  peers.  The  Forum  is  an  armual  cvcnt  of  the  UNODC  Prcvcntion,  Trcatmcnt  and  Rehabilitation

Section    (PTRS)    Youth    Initiative    (                                                                                                                                   ),

which  aims  to empower youth  to  become active  in  their schools, communities  and youth  groups,  and to

advocate for substance iise prevention.

[n preparation  for Youth  Forum  2024,  PTRS is seeking assistance from  Permai)ent  Missions

in nominating a maximt)in or 2 candida(es considered to be the most active youtli leaders in the area

of dr`ig use prevention  in their respcctivc countries. Nominated youth Should be at least  14 years old and

no  more  than 23  years  old,  and actively working towards promoting a safe and l]calthy environment and

dcvclopmem of young people  in  their schools  and communities.  As  the Forum  will  bc convcncd  only in

English, with  no  interpretation  services available,  PTRS  kindly  rcqucsts  tliat the  nominated candidates bc

fully competeiit  in  English  to be able to actively paTlicipate in  the Forum  sessioils.  Enclosed  is a Ques(ion

and  Answer sheet where  more  deLails  can  be  found  on  possible  suggestions  for  idenLJfyii)g  and selecling

appropri ate youth candidates.

Pemaneiit Mission of the Philippines
to the United Nations (Vietu`a)
Vienna, Austria

Maltlt)g the world  safei. from drl)g§. crime and terror(sin
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Nominations, including a short blograpby and  contact Information  of tine youth, chould

be addressed  to  Ms. Su  Hong,  Associate  Expert>  Prevention,  Treainent  and  Rchabffitalon  Section

(su.hong@un.org)  tLot  later  than  31 October  2023.  h  ncht  of a |]robable  in-person Youth  Forim
in 2024, it is inportant to note that nominations §honld be sul]mitted within the designated deadline to

ensure  sufficieut  tine  to  acco-odate  the  consideration  Of  funding  support  and/or  travel-related

allangements.  PTRS  is  at the  disposal  of the Pemanend Mssion chould  the  need  for  clarification  or

assistance arise.

The United Nations Office on Dngs and Crime avails itself of this apportimity to renew to the

Pcanianent  Mission  Of the  Philippines  to  the  Uulted Nations  (Vlema)  the  assurances  of its  richest

consideration.

29 August 2023
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uestions and Answers

Introduction
The Youth  Forum  is an  annual  event organised  by the  United  Nations Office of Drugs and  Crime

(UNODC) Youth  Initiative in the broader context of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).   Its
main objective is to gather young people, nominated by Member States and active in the field of

drugs  use prevention,  health  promotion  and youth empowerment from around the world.  The
aim is to allow them to exchange ideas, visions and different perspectives on how to better protect
the health and wellbeing of their peers and provide them with an opportunity to convey their joint
message to the global level  policy makers.

It is often a life changing experience to the participants -the Forum allows for networking among

the participants as well as learning from the experiences of other youth from different regions of
the world, on  UNODC, and on  global  policymaking structures and discussions in the field of drug

use prevention and health promotion.

Participatory thematic  discussions,  facilitated  by  UNODC  experts,  lead  to the  development  of a

short consensus statement by the youth that is delivered to the delegates of the CND -the policy
making body of UNODC.

What age are the participants?

UNODC  understands  that  youth   can   be  broadly  defined  depending  on   regional   preference.

Nominees should be at least 14 years old and no more than 23 years of age.   Any youth younger
than  18 years of age  must be accompanied  by a parent or guardian.   Activities are designed to
accommodate  the  needs  Of the  participants,  including  small  group  sessions  with  similarly  aged

attendees, as well as times when the groups are merged to promote sharing of ideas, experiences
and community engagement.

Does UNODC cover the cost of travel for the youth and/or the guardian?

UNODC has a limited amount of funding to support youth from low-and middle-income countries.

In  general,  it  is  expected  that  the  travel  cost  of  participants  from  high-income  countries  are

covered by their respective country. Decisions about funding support are not made until the full
list of participants is confirmed and the amount of funding available can be compared to the travel

costs of the nominees.  If UNODC offers to cover the cost of travel for a nominee, and the nominee
is younger than 18 years of age, the travel cost of one parent or guardian is also covered.



•,t#UNODC
United N@tious Office on Drugs and Crime

Who carl nominate Youth Forum partitiparits?

The Permaiient Mission is the only entity that can nominate youth to participate in the UNODC
Youth  Forum.    please  understand  that  UNODC  is  not  in a  positlon to verify that  a  nomination
arriving directly from the capital is from the mandated authority. A coordinated approach among
all  the  concemecl  stakeholders  jn-country to  identify the  most  appropriate youth  is  strongly
recommended.

11o`Ar marty youths carl I)e nominated?

The nunnber of nominations should be limited to no more than 2 youth from one Member State,
keeping in mind that it is perfectly acceptable to nominate one youth. Moreo`rer, please note that
in cases wliere more than one youth is nominated, and provided that funds are available, UNODC
is in a position to support the travel of only gBe participant.

If  a  youth  is  riominated  by  the  Permanent  Ivllsslon,  does  that  automatically  mean  they

pairtlclpate in the Youth Forum?

After the Permanent Mission nominates the youth candidate(s), UNODC contacts the youth and
asks them to provide a CV, complete a survey and participate in an interview. UNODC selects the
best  candidatBs  to  participate  in  the  Youth  Forum,  based  overaH  on  their  language  abilities
interest, and experience in substance use prevention.  UNODC does not discriminate based on the
basis  Of  race,  colour,  national  origin,  sex/gender/sexual  orientation,  religion,  5ocio-ecorromic
status or disability. If a Youth is not selected to participate in the Youth Forum, it is most often
because they are not between the ages Of 14 and 23, they do not have sufficient language skilis,
or their interest/experience lies in areas other than substance use prevention.  Moreover, if the
nominated youth are not responsive to the abovementioned selection process, they will not be
considered for selection to participate.

Are simultaneous interpretation services a\/ailal]le during the Forum?

The Youth Forum is a highly interactive environment where UNODC seeks to create a communfty
of learners and advocates for effective prevent]on inplementation, for which it would be dtffioult
to  provide  effective  simultaneous  interpretation  services.  That  is  why  it  is  critical  that  the

participants understand and speak English so they can interact with each other.  No simultaneous
interpretation is available.

IsthesesstonopenforPerrhanendMissions,cMlsoc]etyorotherextemalpartnerstoparticipate?

The UNODC Youth Forum is a safe space for youth from au over the world to come together and
discuss the science and evidence around prevention of substance use behaviours. Therefore, the
Youth Forum is a closed session in order to protect the confidentiality Of the youth and create a
safe  place for them  to  ask  qllestion5,  interact and  lean.  It  should  be  noted  that  parents  or

guardians are welcome to be in the room.
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Are youtli representing the lv[ember State durfug the Commission on Narcotlc Drugs?

Youth  are  participants  in  the  UNODC  Youth  Forum  that  takes  place  on  the  fringes  Of  the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs. They have access to the Vienna  International Centre and to the
actl\/ities associated with the Youth Forum. They do not have access to participate in the Sessioris
or Side Eveiits associated with the Commission on Narcotic Drugs. Ho\^/ever, special permission is

arranged each year for all the participants in the Youth Forum to attend the Plenary Session Of the
Commission on  Narcotic Drugs during the delivery Of the Youth Statement as part Of the youth
Forum. UNODC encourages Member States to have youth  be a  part Of their delegation to the
Commission  on  Narcotic  Drugs  and  provide  a  valuable youth  perspective.  Ho\^/e`rer, the Youth
Forum participants do not have the time to be full-time delegates during the year they participate
in the Youth Forum.

Are youth representing the fvleml)er State dlJring the YolJth Forum?

No. The Youtli  Forum  is a  safe  place for youth to  exchange  experiences,  lean,  and  develop a
statement sharing their hopes and visions with CND. Therefore. although they are nominated dy
Member States they participate in the Youth Forum in their personal capacity.

I)o youtli ha`/e responsibilities prior to the Youth ForLlm or following the Youth ForLrm?

UNODC strives to create a community Of learners and therefore, prior to the actual Youth Forum,
shares information ancl create communities through our social media platforms. This allows us to
ansvver any questions the youth may have prior to the event, and also help them prepare for the
Youth Forum. Following the Youth Forum, UNODC expects youths to continue participating in the

youth corrmunity, implementing substance use prevention activities that reflect their leamings
from the youth Forum, and being role models for future Youth Forum participants. Through these

processes,  UNODC  continues to  provide technical  assistance  and  information  tci the youth  as
necessary.  It  should  be  noted  that  all  activities  following the Youth  Forum  are voluntary and
UNODC provides an advisory role only.

\A/hat are the dates and schedule of e`/ants for the Youth Forum in Z024?

The  youth   Forum   is   organized   around  the   Commlssion   on   Narcotic   Drugs.  Typicafty,   the
Commission is held in March each year. The Youth l=orum is expected to be three days, with the
final day being the day tliat the full group Of youth deliver a statement to the Plenary Session of
the Commission on Narcotie Drugs.

With the COVID-19 pandemic slowly subsiding, the Youth  Forum 2023 was cautioudy organized
as an in-person event. As long as the heath and safety circumstances allow, UNODC anticipates
the Youth  Forum 2024 to be inapersoli, in which case it is important to note that sufficient time
will  be  needed  for the  processing  of travel-related  administration.  Therefore,  it  is  Of utmost

mpg±nce that nomlnations Of veuth candidates an! made wh]n the deslmated dcadHnes ta
accomnrodate the consicleration Of the respective youth in funding support and/or other travel-
related   arrar`gements.   In   addition,  this  \^/ould   also  imply  that  the  selection   may  be  more

competitive compared to the virtual format, in order to ensure that the in-person gathering of all
youth participants is at a manageable level from the participatory and budgetary points Of \/lew.
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An agenda and scliedule of events will be provided to all Youth Forum participants, and parents
or guardians, prior to the event and with enough time for planning. It should be noted that UNODC

primarily uses e-mail to disseminate information regarding logistics, and the focal point from the
Permanent Mission who nominated the youth is copled on these e-mails.

Suggestions on possible ways to identify youth candidates to nominate
The  following  are  suggestions  that  may  be  helpful  for  Pel.manent  Missions  in  selecting  and
nominating appropriate candidates to participate in the UNODC Youth Forum.

Who can help you to identify youth?

The first logical step would be to identify Ministries or Government Agencies that work with youth
and  empower youth to  live  a  healthy,  happy  llfe. This  could  Include,  but  is  not  limited to the
Ministry  of  Health,   Ministry  of  Education,   Ministry  Of  Social  Justice,   or  the   Mlnistry  with
responsibility for  substance  use  prevention  activities.  It  may  be  helpful  to  ask  one  Ministry to
coordinate the process, a5 tlie number Of youths that can be nominated is limited to 2.  UNODC
also  suggests  reaching  out  to  youth  organizations,  groups,  leagues,  civics  groups  or  other
organized  activities that are oriented toward  empowering youth  as  leaders  and/or working on
substance use prevention.   Public and  private schools,  including higher education, may also  be
settings to identify youth for nomination.

What method Should be used to Identify up to 2 youth to participate ln the UNODC Youth Forum?

The methods for identifying youth to participate will vary from country to country, and there js no
one  right  way.  A  few  siiggestions  that  may  work  include,   1)   implementing  a  nation-wide
application process with pre-established criteria, 2) create a contest or competition and select the
highest achievers, or 3) call on Ministries or civl.I society organizations to recommend or nominate

youth based on a pre-established criteria with a national level committee making a final selection
for the Permanent Mission to put forth. UNODC encourages Member States to use a process that
is transpareiit, fun, creative, interactive and empowering fc)r the youth. This will help to identify

youth  who  will  be  successful  at  the  UNODC Youth  Forum  and  continue  to  contribute  at  the
national and global level far beyond the event.

Are there elements that should be iri the recommended inclusion crlteria?

As a reminder, the youth to be nominated by the Permanerit Mission must be at least 14 years of
age and no older than 23 years of age. We advise that the English language skills of the youth are
assessed   in   advance   of   their   nomination.   The   youth   should   have   knowledge   of   and
interest/experience in substance  use prevention  or health  promotion. And  as a final  reminder,
UNODC will need to maintain regular cc>mmunication with the youth via e-mail and other social
media platforms, so it is advised to nominate youth that have the means and capacity to connect
online.


